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freedom to worship God as I choose. By not 
being afraid to voice my opinion. By becom-
ing an active member of my community— 
doing volunteer work, serving on boards. By 
paying taxes and holding the government ac-
countable. By working to improve the way of 
life for my descendants. By registering for 
the selective service and being ready to serve 
our country. And by being a dedicated, in-
formed voter. 

Living within the confines and routines of 
a typical teenager’s life, freedom might seem 
like a rare commodity. But the simple act of 
putting a pen to paper, of committing my 
voice to a recording for the Voice of Democ-
racy audio essay profoundly represents the 
many freedoms I take for granted every day. 
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Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Timothy Burris, who retired on January 
3rd of this year, after 26 years of dedicated 
service to the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department, his last 8 years serving in the 
Laughlin Substation as Detective. 

Tim began his career in 1979 as a patrol of-
ficer in Las Vegas, and started the Bicycle Pa-
trol Unit there. He moved up to work in the 
Detective Bureau, an assignment he has 
maintained for the last 15 years. Tim also 
served on the International Outlaw Motorcycle 
Gang Investigators Association and before 
joining Metro, he served 3 tours in Vietnam in 
the U.S. Navy as a crewman on the U.S.S. 
Kawishiwi, affectionately referred to as the 
‘‘Special K’’ by the crew. 

Demonstrating that his job is something he 
does, not who he is, Timothy’s fondest memo-
ries are not necessarily the ones from being 
on the force, but rather memories of his fam-
ily. The detective has 3 sons that he is very 
proud of; Timothy, 30, a high school art and 
theater teacher; Matthew, 27, a member of 
Metro’s Mounted Patrol Unit; and James, 12, 
a middle school student and promising young 
bow-hunter. 

Tim has spent much of his career 
downplaying his efforts while serving on the 
force. When approached with a recommenda-
tion for an award or medal, with his typical 
humble demeanor he will tell you that he 
doesn’t see the need for medals or honors. He 
feels that he is just doing his job. That unas-
suming attitude is exactly what makes Tim so 
loved and respected. 

His fellow police officers describe him as a 
real professional and a long-time solid police 
officer of the highest caliber. His outstanding 
record shows that he is the go-to-guy on any 
difficult case. His knowledge and experience 
will be greatly missed in southern Nevada. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Timothy Burris on the floor of the House 
today. I congratulate him on a great career 
and wish him the best in retirement. 

IN HONOR OF NOT THIS TIME 
VETS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 
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Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Not This Time Vets, a Santa Cruz 
County organization dedicated to ensuring the 
well being of veterans, both from previous and 
current conflicts. The organization was created 
in response to the indifference and hostility 
Vietnam soldiers faced as part of the Nation’s 
criticism of the war. A non-profit organization, 
Not This Time Vets is committed to honoring 
the service and sacrifices of veterans in Santa 
Cruz County as well as show appreciation for 
citizens currently serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and other parts of the world. 

Not This Time Vets has demonstrated its 
appreciation to our veterans by drawing atten-
tion to their honorable service as well as advo-
cating on their behalf in regard to preserving 
veterans’ benefits and programs. For the esti-
mated 18,000 veterans in Santa Cruz County, 
Not This Time Vets works to pay tribute to 
military service through organizing celebra-
tions, informational events and advocating for 
effective veterans’ support policies. On May 
21, 2005, Not This Time Vets sponsored a pa-
rade in Santa Cruz, which drew an estimated 
crowd of 2,000 people. Those in attendance 
enthusiastically showed their support for vet-
erans of all eras. While Americans may differ 
in their view of current and previous conflicts, 
we all need to honor the young men and 
woman serving this country, past and present. 
This is a universal point of agreement that Not 
This Time Vets keeps front and center. 

Mr. Speaker, we know military service is a 
valuable and difficult sacrifice. Organizations 
like Not This Time Vets provide important 
services to our communities and veterans by 
providing a forum through which recognition, 
respect and appreciation can be demonstrated 
to those who have served our country. While 
no gesture could ever remove the scars in-
flicted by war, Not This Time Vets hopes to 
heal those physical and emotional wounds by 
publicly recognizing their service and bringing 
to light the tribulations they still endure. I ap-
plaud Not This Time Vets for the services they 
have provided to veterans in our community 
and their intentions to spread their message of 
healing and appreciation throughout the coun-
try. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Richard (Rich) DeVos, 
a great American business leader, on the spe-
cial occasion of his 80th birthday. Rich co- 
founded Amway Corporation, a direct selling 
company, based on the principle of helping 
people live better lives. By providing individ-

uals around the world the opportunity to be 
entrepreneurs, Amway has become an indus-
try leader, and is now a subsidiary of Alticor, 
Inc.—a Michigan-based company with inter-
national presence and annual sales of $6.4 
billion. 

Now retired from the company, Rich serves 
as Chairman of the Orlando Magic, which he 
and his family acquired in 1991. Rich con-
tinues to be a source of inspiration and moti-
vation to others by sharing accounts of his 
personal challenges and achievements 
through speaking engagements and writings. 
Remarkably, Rich did not stop upon reaching 
his American Dream, but rather continues to 
encourage others to believe in themselves and 
pursue their own dreams. Rich DeVos was 
born in Grand Rapids, Michigan on March 4, 
1926. He and his wife, Helen DeVos, have 
four children and fifteen grandchildren. 
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HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment Sergeant Gary Hood who retired on Jan-
uary 3, 2006, after 24 years of service on the 
force. 

Sgt. Hood began his career with the Las 
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (Metro) 
in 1976, after serving in the Air Force for 8 
years. He was a crew member of the USAF 
Thunderbirds before leaving the service. At 
Metro, Sgt. Hood started as patrol officer and 
remained so by choice for 15 years. He also 
served in the Special Investigations and Con-
cealed Weapons units for about 2 years and 
6 years respectively. Sgt. Hood has been a 
sergeant for 14 years. 

He and his wife, Sue, are the parents of two 
beautiful daughters, Christina, 26, and Erin, 
21. They also have one granddaughter, 
Rhianna, 5. All are residents of Henderson, 
NV. 

The more notorious cases that he was in-
volved with during his career include the 
shooting of rapper Tupac Shakur and the vio-
lent fight between the rival Hells Angels and 
Mongol outlaw biker gangs during the Laughlin 
River Run in 2002. Three people were killed 
and 13 others were shot or stabbed in the 
confrontation. 

Sgt. Hood received the 2002 Medal of Valor 
for his efforts in the shoot-out, the highest 
honor issued by the department. He also gives 
of himself by being a member of the Laughlin 
Town Advisory Board, a volunteer position. He 
can be described as a dedicated man, dedi-
cated to the community, the police department 
and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor Sgt. 
Gary Hood on the floor of the House today. I 
congratulate him on his retirement. He has 
been an honorable and valuable public serv-
ant and he will be missed. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:57 Mar 08, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A07MR8.007 E07MRPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T12:31:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




